
CHAP'rER X 

THE PHIL IPPI):E IN RRECTIOX 

THE 0 TBREAK OF THE PHILIPPINE I.\ URRECTIOX-COLO~EL 
l\fcCOY'S REPORT ON THE OPERA.TIO~-, OF 'rHE REGDIKNT, 
FEB. -! TO 14, 1 99-CAMP ALVA ND THE WA'l'ERWORKS-EN
GAGEl\fENTS AT fARIQ I~.A. 1\fARCH 16, 25, AXD 31-DEATH OF 

APTAIN TEWART-OPER.A.TIO S AG.A.IN T :MOROXG AXD .A.N
TIPOLO, J NE 3-7, 1 99-WITH LAWTON TO P ARA.\AQ E-RE
TURN TO IANILA-REGil\fE T ORDER.ED HOl\fE-'rHE RETCK 
YOYAGE-ARRIYAL I~ AN FRANCISCO AXD lllUSTER 0 T
RETT RN TO COLORADO. 

The first organized attack by the Filipino in urrectos on the American 
force occupying l\fanila took place on the night of February ±-5. 1 99 . and 
wa repulsed with heavy loss to the attacker . The attack wa immediately 
followed by a declaration of war of the o-called Philippine Republic ao-ain t 
the United State . On the day follo~g, l\fajor General E. S. Oti then in com
mand of the Eighth Army Corp , taking full advantage of hi interior lines 
and of the faulty position of the Filipino Army a tride the impassable Pa ig 
River, delivered a counter-attack that drove the enemy beyond artillery range 
of l\fanila, and e ured control of the city 1>ater work sy tern. The Ameri
can. captured many rifle and ix piece of artillery. 

The participation of the 1 t Colorado Infantry Volunteer in the e initial 
operation i well told in Colonel l\1cCoy' official report a follow : 

A sistant Adjutant-General, 

Field Headquarters Fir t Regiment 
olorado Infantry, . , . V. 

l\fanila, P. I., February 1±, 1 99. 

Second Brigade, 'econd Division, Eighth Army Corp . 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions of thi day, I have the honor 
to submit herell'ith a r eport of the operations of this regiment since Febru
ary 4. 

On the even in"' of February 4, at the hour of about 9 o "clock our attention 
wa directed to the heavy fire which wa apparently from our line of outpo t 
near the Balic Balic burying ground. Th regiment wa ha tily formed. but 
before a formation could be affected the firing cea ed. Just about thi. time 
Lieut. Charle Houghwout wa lightly wounded in the right knee at the 
regimental headquarter , o. 6 Calle Alix. He had gone up tair to get 
ready to accompany the troop to the front and wa tanding by his bed near 
the front door when the hot came in and truck him. He was only lightly 
wounded, and i again on duty with collector of internal re-venue. A no 
message came in from the officer in command of the outpo t for that night no 
movement wa made at thi time. but order were given to the company com
mander to remain in readine for any emergency. About an honr later fir
ing was again re urned. and 2 battalion . of 6 companie . of the regiment were 
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hurried forward to our line of outpo t to the ea t and west of the Calle Balic 
Balic and about 50 yards in front of the Balic Balic burying ground. The 
Fir t Battalion. con ·i ting of Companie F, G, and E, were posted to the right 
of the Calle Balic Balic. in front of Blockhou. e ?\ o. 6. The Second Battalion, 
con i ting of Companies B, K, and L, were posted to the left of the Calle Balic 
Balic in front of Blockhou. e Xo. 5. and extending to the brow of the hill 
toward Blockhouse Xo. 4. The e troop 'Yere in position about 10 :30 o'clock. 
In the meantime the firing bad practically cea ed. and no offen iYe moYement 
wa made by either of the battalion at tbi time. hortly after the e po ition 
\\ere taken up. howeYer. the firing "·as again re. urned b~- the in urgents and 
\Vas replied to by all of the companie on the line. 

About 2 :30 o'clock in the morning 'ompanie I and D , under ·Major 
GroYe. reported to me at the telegraph station on the Calle Balic Balic, where 
they remained until about 3 o'clock in the morning. when. by direction of the 
brigade commander. they were ent to reinforce Colonel Stot. enburg, of the 
Fir t Xebra. ka. About 4 o clock in the morning heavy firing ''a r esumed 
by the in. urgent. all along the front of thi regiment. which fire wa replied 
to at inten·al by the companie on the line. Two gun. of Battery A. Utah 
Light Artillery. had reported for duty at thi. portion of the line and \Yere 
po ted in the neare t corner of the Balic Balic burying ground. The firing 
wa kept up . teadil~· b)- the in. urgent from about 4 o clock a. m .. until day
light, when I directed Captain W edge•rnod. ''ho \\as in command of the bat
tery. to open fire on their po t at Blockhouse 4 and 5. Thi fire wa. main
tained at inteHal bv the battery until 7 :-±5 a. m .. and we succeeded in dis
lodging the insurgents from seve~al well-cho. en po. ition , both at Blockhou. e 
~o. 4 and )lo. 5. Earl~- in the morning it wa. decided to make an achance on 
Blockhouse Xo. 5. and Companies L, K, and B. of the Second Battalion were put 
in po. ition for the charge. At :10 a. m .. thi battalion, with Major Ander-
on in command. wa ent forward agai11. t Blockhou e Jo. 5. I per. onally ac

companying the line. ompan~- E. of the Fir. t Battalion. which had been 
stationed on the high ln1oll ju t to the right of Calle Balic Balic, "-ent forward 
at the ame time and a . i ted materially in dri,ing the in urgent. out of the 
Yillage just in front of the blockhou. e. and then turned to the right and 
flanked Blockhouse :No. 6. Companie. F and G, under Lieutenant- olonel 
:Mo e , adYanced . hortly after the mo.-ement of the econd Battalion and as
$i ted the troop. of the Fir. t Nebra. ka in canturing Blockhou. e Xo. 6. After 
the insurgents lrnd been driven out of Blockhouses )fo . . 5 and 6. we moved 
steadil~· forward about half a mile and drove the remaining in. urgents from 
the hill and into the bru h. when both battalion. were withdra\vn to the line 
of the blockhon. e . . according to the orders 1 had preYiou. ly receiYed from the 
Brigade commander. At Blockhouse Xo. 5 we found '27 dead and 11 wounded 
Filipinos: 24 were buried in one trench to the rear and right of Blockhouse 

o. -:. 2 were buried in separate grave. along the Calle Balic Balic in the rear 
of Blockbou. e Xo .. - . and 1 in eparate gra.-e to the front of Blockhou. e Xo. 5. 
near brow of the hill. clo. e to the Calle Balic Balic. At Blockhou. e 6. 1-: 
ll'ilipino. were buried in one trench. 

Our ca. ualtie. in thi. charge were PriYate Charle Carl. on. Company L. 
killed: PriYate Boyce, Company L, wounded in left lmee; PriYate Wea.-er. 
Company B. wounded in left hip: Private Morrison, Compan~' B. :light wound 
in left hand; Pri\'ate Parkhurst. Company B. light wound in tomach. 

The po. ition on lin e of blockhouses wa maintained by thi . rel!'iment until 
~Ionday afternoon. n·hen we moYed for"-ard about 00 yard. to the brow of 
the hill and occupied a much tronger po ition. Our left rests about midway 
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bebveen Blockhouses 4 
and 5 and about 00 yard 
in advance of the line of 
blockhouse . From here 
we follow the brow of the 
hill to the Calle Balic 
Balic where we wing 
back again to the line 
extending along to Block
hou e 6 and to a point 
midway between Block
hou e · 6 and 7. The 2 
guns of Battery A , Utah 
Artillery, were mo,ed for
ward a the ame time and 
are now posted at a point 
about 00 yards in 
adYance of Blockhou e 5 
and slightly to the right 
of it, ju t to the left of 
the Calle Balic Bahe. 

Companie I and D. under Major GroYe, reported promptly to olonel 
Stofaenburg and \\·ere in po ition on the ri ght of hi line clo e to the Pa ig 
RiYer. Here they remained under heaYy fire from the insurgents on the other 
ide of the riYer until about 9 o 'clock in the morning. At this point Private 

E. Doran, Company I, was killed about o 'clock a . m .. and Corpl. William H. 
Erle, of Company I , wa slightly wounded in the face. At 9 o'clock Colonel 
Stot enburg directed :i\Iajor GroYe to moYe hi 2 companie to the left of hi 
line in front of Blockhou.-e ~o. 7 and a si t in the capture of thi blockhou e. 
The companie arriYed, bO\veYer, just after the blockhou e had been captured. 
~Iajor GroYe moYed fonrnrd with these hYo companie and joined olonel 

tot enbur g in the attack on the Pulverin aero the an Juan lliYer, and in 
crossing the riYer at the bridge at the Puh-erin PriYate Cass \Vhite ompany 
D, ,,.a . .-bot through the head and fell into the river. Hi body wa not re
coYered until 'l ue day morning. FiYe other men went through the bridge at 
thi. point. which gaYe way. and there being no other way to cro s :Major GroYe 
adYanced ''ith H men and assisted in the capture of the Depo ito. The re
mainder of Companie I and D rejoined ~Iaj or GroYe at the Depo ito about 
12 o'clock. 

On )fonday, at 1 o'clock p. m., 1\1ajor GroYe advanced with the e 2 com
panies toward the watenYork , 'vhich were reached and captured about ± :30 
o'clock in the afternoon. earch wa at once in tituted by Major Grow to 
locate the mi ing parts of the engine. which had been remo,·ed by the in
surgent . and the e were found Tuesday morning by Artificer Hay of om
pany I. The men of the e t"IYO companie at once commenced cleaning up the 
engine and mi sincr part. and late in the eYening had the engine ready for 
operation and fir e under the boiler. )fajor GroYe remained at the water
works with Companie I and D until W edne day afternoon, when he wa re
lieYed and rejoined hi regiment. 

The po ition taken on the afternoon of Februarv 6 remained the . ame 
until the mornino- of February H. when ~ companie~ were withdrawn from 
the left of the line. and our line extended to include the countrv between our 
right and the 'an Juan RiYer, on a line extended outhea t fro.m Blockhou e 
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7. W e relieved 1 company of the Second Oregon on the right, being relieved 
by 2 companie on the Fir t South Dakota on the left. 'l'he line now e tab
lished commence at a point a bout one-third of the di tance from Blockhou e 
5 to Blockhou e 4 and about 00 yard in advance of the line of blockhou e . 
We follow the brow of the hill from this point to "·here the Calle Ba lie Bahe 
inter ·ects our line in front of and to the right of Blockhou e No. 5. From thi 
point the line swings back to the outhwe t until we inter ·ect the line of 
blockhouse , which line is followed through Blockhouses 6 and 7 and to the 
San Juan River. The po ition or the line occupied by the regiment ha been 
strongly intrenched throughout it entire length. 

No offen ive moYement ha been made by the regiment ince February 5. 
The country between our front and the an Juan RiYer as far to the north a 
San Franci co del Monte ha been thoroughly reconnoitered, no armed in ur
gents being found in this portion of the territory. On February 13. I. in com
pany with Majors Kimball, Anderson, and GroYe, cro eel the an Juan River 
and followed the cour e of thi riYer north to an Franci co del Monte. for the 
purpose of locating open country throuah which troop might be moved. 
After leaYing the road which leads to the waterwork , we went off through 
the country and found it almost impa able on account of the thick and heaYy 
undergrowth. However. in ca e of nece ity the regiment might be moved in 
this direction. 

Ten companie of the regiment are now located on the line w·hich we are 
holding each company in the rear of that portion of the line which they are 
expected to defend. This leayes 2 companie. of the regiment in re. erve in 
barracks and the companie on the line are frequently changed, in order to 
allow the men to re t up, bathe, and change clothe . The manner in which the 
work given them to do wa performed by the officer and men of thi regiment 
is highly ati factory to myself. The men showed the courage and da h of 
veteran and the work wa done quickly and well. I al o de ired to expre 
my appreciation of the en-ice of the 2 gun of Battery A under Captain 
Wedgewood. 

Our li t of ca ·ualtie i a follow Killed : Prfrate. Charles Carl on, 
Company L; E. F. Doran, Company I , and White, ompany D. Wounded: 
Fir t Lieut. 'harle Houghwout · PriYate Boy e Company L; 'V aver. om
pany B; ~forrison. Company B, and Parkhur t, Company B; Corpl. William 
G. Erle, Company I. 

Very re pectfully, 
Henry B. :McCoy. 

Colonel Fir t Regiment Colorado Infantry. U. . V.1 

Colonel ~lcCoy '. report, it will be not d. tated that following the en
gagement of February 4-5 again ·t the insurgent at blockhou e X o . 4. 5. and 
6, the regiment wa engaged in holding it ector of the line in the Yicinity of 
the Calle Balic-Balic. Thi it continued to do until illarch 14, 1 , 99. when it 
was ordered to relieve the 1 t X ebra ka Yolunteer Infantrv at the water
works near antolan the _ ebra kan taking the place of th~ 'olorado regi
ment on the line. 

The afe-guarding of the Manila water-works was of vital importance to 
the American force in Manila and the r egiment had a real mi ion to per
form in preventing the in urgent from injuring or de troying any part of the 
water-works or the di tributing sy tern. Th e bulk of the regiment wa. ta-

1 See also l\Iajor Anderson's narrative of these o p rations on page 461. Appe ndix G. 
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tioned at the water-w·ork proper, and the camp here wa named ''Camp 
AlYa" in honor of GoYernor .AlYa Adam. of Colorado. Companie A, E , 
F, and 1\1 were located at intervals along the pipe-line to guard it from 
injury by the in ·urrecto" Later. on 1\iarch 20, the e companie were relieved 
by a battalion of the 'l'hirteenth :\Iinne. ota \' olunteer and the Colorado com
panie moYed to a point on the :M:ariquina road one mile north of and covering 
the pumping ·tation a outpo t" 

On :Jfarch 16. Companie B and K and one platoon of 'ompany I of 
the regiment. cro. ed the :\Iariquina RiYer from the pumping tation for 
the purpo e of intercepting partie of in urO'ent retreating north from Cainta 
where they had been defeated by the 20th U. S. Infantry. The in urgent 
were encountered in the Yillage of :Mariquina, and after a harp fight the 
Colorado troops succeeded in driYing them out of the village and into the 
hill to the north-ea t. In this engagement :Major Cha . H . Ander on was 
shot through the ankle by a llfau er bullet , PriYate E. Pynchon of Company 
K , killed. an 1 se,·eral other enlisted men lightly wounded. 'l'he fighting 
la ted until 2 :30 P. 1\I. when the companies \Yithdrew to the water\\"ork after 
·etting fire to the YillaO'e of :Jiariquina. 

Sniper con tantly annoyed the 'olorado outpo t. and occa. ionally their 
fire w·a effectin. Artificer Archie Aldrich Company E , wa. mortally 
'Younded b:-- the e niper while pa · ing from the camp to the outpost, and a fe"· 
night later PriYate · E chom and Carty of the ame company were likewi e 
wounded. The old (Ype 'pringfielcl rifle. of the Yolunteers w·ith their com
paratiYel~· short range and black po"·der were 110 match for the long-range 
smokeless powder Mauser rifle of the Filipinos in a niping duel, and Colonel 
McCoy. realizing the di advantage at which hi men were placed, reque ted 
that the 1st Colorado Infantry be armed w·ith the Krag-Jorgen en rifle. There 
being but a limited number on the i land, he w·a allo"ed twenty-fiye per 
company. and the e were the fir ·t maO'azine rifle · to be upplied any volun
teer regiment in the Philippine . The effect wa oon very apparent. and 
thereafter niping on the part of the Filipino became a ven· precariou. and 
lo ing game. 

Order for the advance of the 2n l (1\IcArthur ' ) Di'i ion on :Jialolo were 
i sued on :\larch 23, 1 99, and on :\Iarch 2-!th the 1st Colorado Infantry wa 
detached from Ilale' (2nd ) Brigade and attached to the 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Divi ion. th Army Corp , Brigadier General R. H. Hall, commanding. 'l'he 
regiment was directed to remain on dutr at the waterwork during the :Jialo
los campai"'n, and in r espon e to Colonel i\IcCoy ·s r eque t that the 1 t olorado 
Infantry be allo"·ed to participate in the operation: Gen eral Ilall telegraphed 
in effect that the pumping plant wa liable to be attacked by . everal thousand 
nati"Ye and mu t be held at all co t; furthermore. '' Tt is sometime: to one· 
di d·rnntage to be in command of a thoroughly reliable regiment." 

The 2nd DiYi ion commenced it adYanc to the north ven · earlv on the 
morning of :Jiarch 25, and Hall' brigade (le the 1 t olorado -Infantry ) wa · 
assigned the ta k of conring the right of the diYi. ion during the march. 
The 13th i\Iinne ota Yolunteer Infantry wa. on the right of the brigade. and 
pa ed through the line. of the 1 t Colorado Infantry north of th e water
works ju. t about daylight. The "i\Iinne. otas continued their adYance for about 
a mile "Then they met with determined ho. tile r e i tance, and 'vere in im
minent danger of being outflanked on their right. General Hall, obsenil1g 
their predicament called on Colonel )IcCoy to end two companie of the 1st 
Colorado Infantry to attack the Filipino flank and relieve the menacing :itu-
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ation on the flank of the }linne ·ota . Lieutenant Colonel ~fo e , ·with Com
panies "A ' and "M' , 1st Colorado Infantry, was directed to make the at
tack, and his sub equent report of the engagement i Yery interesting reading. 

In the Field Near 1anila, P. I., 1arch 27, 1 99. 
Col. Henry B. ~1cCoy, 

Commanding Fir t Regiment Colorado Infantry . V. 

Sir: I haYe the honor to report that, in accordance with \erbal order 
from your elf on the morning of l\Iarch 25 1 99, about 6 a. m .. the writer. in 
command of ompanie A and 1\1, ad,anced again t the enemy in order to 
protect the right flank of the 1innesota regiment. While quite eYer ely en
ga"'ed we ucceeded in bru hin"' the ''niggers'' from our front. During thi 
engagement, unfortunately. we lo t Capt. John . Stewart, Company A, First 
Regiment Colorado Infantry, . S. V ., killed, 2 Private Pitt . Company A, 
MacCoe and Brill, Company M, "Were seriou ly wounded at the . ame ti.me. 
After receiving a fresh upply of ammunition I connected with }linne ·ota 's 
right flank, reporting in per on to General Hall. hortly after I engaged the 
Pnemy "With the Krag. and :Mauser. in my command, ucceeding in driYincr them 
from our front. At 4 p. m .. I recen-ed order from General Hall to occupy a 
table-land to the right and front of the ·Minne ota r e"'iment. At 11 :15 p. m. 
we were quite everely engaged by the nigger ", who attempted to capture 
our po ition. It is needle to ay that the attempt was a complete failure. al
though the enemy was under the command of an American. and ucceeded in 
approaching within 30 paces of our position. As soon a the firing com
menced General Hall di patched a battalion to reenforce me. 

On the morning of l\Iarch 26 I r eceived order. to r eturn to the 11ariqnina 
road, protecting the left flank and rear of the :Minn e ota regiment. It i im
pos ible to tate the exact number of the enemy killed and '"ounded. The 
'uiter believe that at lea ·t 75 -went to their happy hunting grounds in our 
first engagement. In the night attack, while we did not ucceed in fintling 
any of the enemy, when the morning dawned the ground looked a: if . omeone 
had been running a laughter-hou e for a week. 

I desire to thank aptain Rucker, comm1mding Company E. Fir t Regi
ment Colorado Infantry. U. . Y .. for the gallant manner in which he uc
ceeded in capturing and holding the hill to hi. right and front. Thi hill i in 
·uch position that had it not been held by our troop my advance -would have 
been materially hindered. 

I "Wish to extend to each and eYerv man of Companie. A and ::\I my heart
felt thank. for their gallant conduct. • 

Yery re ·pectfully . ubmitted. 

Lieutenant 

Your obedient . erYant, 

Ca. ·ius ~f. }fose , 
olonel, Fir t Regiment olorado Infantry, 1.:" . . V . 

. Captain John '. Stewart. Company '.., w·a the senior Captain of the 
regiment. and a Yery capable and efficient officer. Hi. death wa a ad blow 
to. hi· comrade , and a real loss to the regiment. The vacancy cau. eel by Cap
tam . tewart' death "Wa filled by the promotion of 1. t Lieutenant Hilton to 
captam. He was a si"'ned to command of Company I. and aptain A. }fcD. 

: John S. Stewart Post, )<o. 1. Veterans of Fore ign \\'ars o f the united States. D enver, 
Colo. 1s named m honor of Captain Ste wart. 
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Brooks, "·ho wa serving on General Hale' ta ff. 'rn a signed to command 
of Company A. 2nd Lieutenant Fred L. Perry (then erving on General 
Hale s taff ) wa promoted 1st Lieutenant, and 1 t Sergeant Ben Leat· of 
Company C wa appointed 2nd Lieutenant. 

From )larch 26th to 30th the regiment continued it. dutie a guard at 
the water-\vork . and nothing of particular note occurred. To quote once 
again from PriYate John on 's memoir : 

"One company was left in the city now. and thi company wa relieved 
every ten day while the regiment wa at the water-works. 

"The helter-tent camp of each company were well cattered among 
the picture que bluff which overhang the neat little pumping tation on the 
San :Mateo River. The band, with it in trument ·, was on hand and played 
down the color each night at un et. when Capt. Wedgewood of the 1 tah 
Battery Detachment sent a hell whizzing among the in urrecto -just to make 
the noi e count. The band al o gave mall after-. upper concerts which were 
well enjoyed by the men. 

' ' 'l'he regimental po t exchange \Ya. moYed from the city to the hou e 
around the pumping tation on ~larch 29th, and the men were able to obtain 
small addition· to their me in the way of jam and crackers. " 

On )larch 31 t :Malolo was captured by the troop. of the 2nd Division 
and the ame day there occurred a rather severe engagement in the l\1ariq uina 
\Talley that involved everal companie of the regiment and a battalion each 
from the -!th and 23rd Regiments of United tate Infantry together with 
two gun of Battery A. Utah Yolunteer Light Artillery. 

An attack had long been threatened on the water-work. by the in urgents. 
and on :March 30th it became apparent that the enemy was preparing for ome 
offensive mo,e. To anticipate thi it wa. · decided to launch an off en. ive on 
the morning of :Jlarch 31 t, and drive the enemy from the Yicinity of the 
water-work . \Yhat ub equently happened let Colonel :McCoy' report tell: 

''At 4 :15 a. m. on the morning of thi day I left the headquarter. of thi 
regiment at Camp Ah-a. near the pumping tation, with Companie. C ( aptain 
Booth ), D (Captain Taylor ), G (Captain Howard ) and proceeded to the )iari
quina road along which four companie of my regiment are located. Here 
the column wa joined by ompanie · E, ( aptain Rucker ) and A (Lieutenant 
Doertenbach). Tbe battalion was then formed in column in line of kirmi. h
er and moved forward with the right of the companie towards the bluff 
about which OYerlook the :Mariquina Yalley. I proceeded to a point along 
the bluff about one mile north of the l\1ariquina church. Here ompany A. 
under Lieutenant Doertenbach, which wa the ec:ond company in the column. 
wa thro"-n forward and took a po. ition on the high hill which overlooked 
the ~1ariquina Yalley and the town of ~1ariquina. Thi company wa ta
tioned here for the purpo e of protecting the left flank and the rear of the 
battalion which wa to be moved on to ~lariquina. Company D wa ent over 
the hill in column of file with directions to form in the valley at right angle 
to the riYer for the purpose of protecting the left flank of the battalion which 
was to be . ent forward into the town. The other companie were quickly 
moved into po ition and formed in line of battle at right angle · with Com
pany D and facing the town. A soon as thi formation had been ffected the 
line wa ent forward and reached the left bank of the ~1ariquina RiYer before 
any oppo ition wa · encountered. 
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"Company D had al o been ent forward at the ame time to clear out 
any insurgents who might be on that flank of the battalion . This company 
was then gradually thrown around to the north of the town, cro . ing the 
l\lariquina RiYer . where ome opposition wa encountered, and swept on 
through the town until they reached the flat plain on the other ide. 'uch 
insurgent a were encountered retreated in ha te, going either north up the 
valley or cro sing the valley to the foothill . The other three companie met 
some oppo ition, which was quickly silenced, and Company G was ent across 
the river into the town and joined Company D, the other two companie re
maining in po ition on the we t bank of the river to protect the rear . After 
as uring m:n;elf that there wa no danger on that portion of the line. the e 
other tu·o companie were thrown aero the river and joined Companies D 
and G. Here the line wa halted and we awaited further in tructions from 
the brigade commander. The battalion of the Twenty-third . S. Infantry 
and the Fourth . Infantry having accompli hed their portion of the dem
on tration. joined u on the right. and, under direction of the brigade com
mander. three companie of thi regiment, G. C, and E, were formed in line of 
battle aero s a portion of the valley, Company G being on the right of the main 
road and Companie and E on the left, with Company D in re erve in our 
center, with the companie of the Twenty-third and the Fourth . S . Infantry 
as flankers on the right. The line was then ent forward and had advanced 
only about 100 yard when harp oppo ition was met by all three companies. 
The order to charge wa given and the companie went quickly forward, and 
after a harp fight dro-'l·e the in ·urgent from their po ition in the under
growth, bru. h. and trenches. The advanta"'e wa followed up and the line 
wa wung around to the left, the in urgent being followed up the valley for 
a di ·tance of about 4 miles, it being nece sary to fight almost eYery foot of the 
way. 

'Upon reaching thi point. u·e found the insurgent in a very trong po i
tion to our front, where they had intrenchment built alonO' the front of the 
den e growth of underbru h and bu he . They were driven from here by sharp, 
rapid volley firing, and their f ire ceased entirely. 

"At thi time I wa informed by the brigade commander that the effect 
of the demon tration had been fully completed and that the troop were to be 
withdrawn to )lariquina, to retain the po ition 'vhich wa then occupied for 
one hour. and at the expiration of that time to withdraw a quickly a po ible. 

"\Vi thin a few minute thereafter directions were received from the bri
gade commander that the line hould be withdrawn at once and the troop 
immediately in tructed to retire. A delay of about thirty minute in with
drawinO' the troop wa o ·ca ioned by failure to remoYe a wounded man of one 
of the companie. of the Twenty-third Infantry. The company to which he 
belonged '""a. u-ithdrawn, leaving him in charge of one or two enli ted men; 
but a we '\Yere Yery clo e to the point where the in urgent had been in force 
I did not feel ju tified in withdrawing the entire line. leaving thi man in thi 
expo eel po ition. 

"The troop were withdrawn in good order, and upon reaching the town 
of Mariquina I wa directed by the brigade commander to cros. the river at 
the ame point it wa cro ed by these companie in the morning and to pro
ceed to La Loma church by the Mariquina road· I at once ent directions to 
Captain Rucker. who wa on the left of the firing line to withdraw hi com
pany and return to hi camp on the l\fariquina road; al o to Lieutenant Doer
tenbach ''ho wa on the hill in the . ame po ition ''hich he had taken up in 
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the morning. to withdraw hi company and return to camp. l:'pon inYe tiga
tion I found that the four companie of thi regiment who had been engaged 
were practically out of ammunition. and a. no additional supplies OYer the 
~00 round which had been carried with u · w·a · on hand. it became nece .. ary 
for me to return with the e four companie to headquarter in order to renew 
the ·upply of ammunition , and this wa accordingly done. 

"Thi regiment had been i ued ome time preYiou 300 Krag-J orgen en 
rifle . and the four companie. of thi. battalion had been, armed with this 
rifle before tarting out on thi expedition. 

"The superiority of this rifle for thi sort of work wa so apparent. and 
the work done by the e four companies o excellent, that I immediately de
cided to make requi ition for the e rifles for the entire regiment. the~· haYing 
fully demonstrated their ability to u e them to good adYantage. 

"In the en"'agement 6 men of thi regiment were 'IYOtmded, a follow : 
Company G-Corpl. John T. l\IcCorkle. hot through right thigh .. eriou : 
Corpl. Leonard E. Philipi, shot through head, fatal. death resulting April 1. 
at 11 a. m.; Private John Denni . bot through neck and right boulder, eriou . 
Company C-PriYate George P. Dickerman, shot through left boulder, . light; 
Private harles Hutchinson. hot through left thigh. slight; PriYate Henry 
E. Redmon, hot through face and neck. eriou . 

"The battalion wa. returned to camp, which was reached about 1 :30 
p. m .. ammtmition uppl.r renewed and the companies allowed to get dinner. 
and at 3 o'clock they were tarted for La Loma church going by the w·a~7 of 
the Mariquina road. The road were beaYy, it having rained very hard, and 
the troop tired out; on thi account the march to La Loma church wa not 
made as quickly as it might haYe been. a the troops were frequently allowed 
to re t. We reached La Loma church about 9 o clock p. m., with all but four 
of the men with which we tarted. and these reported to their Yariou company 
commander about one hour after the column arrived there. \Ve went into 
camp in front of La Loma church. where we tayed until 6 o'clock p. m. 
April 1. when, by direction of the brigade commander. the battalion wa re
turned to the camp at the pumping . tation. which point wa. r eached at 10 
o 'clock p. m." 

The month of April and )fay. 1 99 . were comparatiYely quiet ones for 
the 1 t Colorado Infantry, and the onl~· incident of note were an adYance on 
Mariquina by a detachment of Company G to rescue a tab batteryman who 
bad been captured by the insurgent and eYeral reconnai ance by detach
ment of the regiment in the Mariquina Yalley. The mi ·ion of the detach
ment of Company G was aecompli. hed by the re cue of the artilleryman and 
the final de truction of the village of )fariquina by fire. In the reconnai -
ances into the Mariquina \ alle;\' much Yaluable information wa. ecured. but 

unfortunately eYeral ca ua1tie were uffered also. Fir t ergeant C. H. 
Bom;;er of Company K wa wounded. and PriYate Harry L. Doxsee of Company 
C wa . killed during thi. time. 

'lhe re"'iment's tour of duty in the Philippine wa. rapidly drawing to a 
close. but before the homeward journey commenced it \Yas to ee another 
period of hard cnice in the field. and the month of June. 1899. was an eYent
ful one for the 1 t Colorado Infantry. 

East. and somewhat to the outh of l\1ariquina "-ere th e villages of Cainta . 
Tayta~-. Antipolo and ::\Iorong. all occupied by Filipino troops and Yeritable 



Quarters of Co. •K• ,Ist .Colo. Inf. in Manil a, I 898 . 

The ht. Colo. Inf. hiking thru the Philippine 
jungles. 

Home Again - The u.s • .l.T. i arren wi th the Ist Colo. 
Inf . on board arr ives at San ~ranciaco,.lug. I6,I899 • 

Brig. Gen. I . Hale & staff at San Paloc Church . 

~iring line Ist. Col o. Inf. advancing thru. rice 
paddies in the Paranaque oper ations . 

'l'he battle-.oru colors of the regiment passing 
thru San l'ranciaco on the return to the homelanl.. 

(Ph otos by A. C. Johnson.) 
\VITH THE FIRST COLORADO INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS I THE PHILIPPINES AND ON THE RETUR~ 

TO THE UNI TED STATES. 
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hotbed of in urgent acti"itie . General Lawton havin()' relieYed General An
der on in command of the 1 t DiYi ion, and subsequently been a igned to com
mand of all troops outh of Caloocan, General Hall (to "·hose brigade the 1 t 
Colorado Infantry 'va attached) wa directed to drive the in urgent from 
Cainta, Taytay, and Antipolo into the Morong Penin ula and there either cap
ture or destroy them. For the purpo e of the expedition the following troop. 
were ordered to concentrate at the pumping tation near ~1ariquina: Troop 
I Fourth U. '. Cavalry (mounted); one squadron Fomth . Cavalry 
(di mounted); two battalion. Fourth . Infantry; one battalion ~inth u. S. 
Infantry; econd Oregon Infantry (less one company); the Wyoming Infantry 
Battalion: ix companie. Fir t Colorado Infantry (Co's. A, C, F, G, K, and L ); 
and a proYi ional battery consi ting of one platoon Light Battery E. First U. S. 
Artiller~· and one platoon of Hawthorne' Separate ~fountain Battery, 
ArtillerY. The total force numbered 102 officer. and 2474 enli ted men, and 
wa under the direct command of Brigadier General R.H. Hall, U. . V. To act 
in conjunction "·itb Hall's command. a force compo ed as follows wa ordered 
to proceed to Pa. ig and report to Colonel John W. Wholley 1 t Washington 
Volunteer Infantry; Fir t North Dakota Infantry; eight companie Fir t 
Wa hington Infantry; one battalion Twelfth U. S. Infantry; and one platoon 
of Battery D. ixth . S. Artillery. 

The plan of the expedition contemplated that Hall's column wa to :tart 
from the pumping station, moYing aero. s the Mariquina Valley, clearing the 
countr~· of in. urgents, and marching with a Yiew of placing the head of the 
column ea t of Antipolo and toward Tere a. (See map . page 134. ) Ilere line wa. 
to be formed, facing we t or outh of west. An adYance in line wa then to be 
made for the purpo. e of capturing )forong and Taytay, and driving the in
surgent. into the ~Iorong Penin:ula. In the meantime the force under olonel 
\Vholle~· wa. to make a demonstration against Cainta, and later if the insur
gent. were driYen into the penin ula. the First Wa hin()'ton Infantry wa to 
proceed in cascoes from Pa ig to )forong to complete the victory. 

"The moYement commenced at 5 o'clock a. m., June 3. 1 99. A it wa 
kno\vn that the country to be trayer ·ed wa rough and hilly and unfit for 
wagon , the troop were ordered to carry two clay. ' ration in their ha,·er
sack.. 

"Troop I, Fourth 'a•alry, upported by the dismounted quadron . ame 
regiment. wa sent down the 'an )lateo River to capture the enemy's outpost. 
The Colorado regiment wa. sent up the ri-.;-er to adYance on )1ariquina. 
Neither force encountered any enemy, and joined the main eolumn v•hich wa. 
marching across the Yalley under the guidance of hvo natiYe . The. e guide 
profes. eel a complete kno,dedge of all trail aero. the mountain , but their 
information \rn. of little Yalue, as the recent rains had changed the face of 
the countn · . o that raYine and trail. 1hat were r eported practicable were 
found to be impas. able for footmen or the mall-"·heeled Yehicles. )Ju.ch 
time wa. lo:t building bridge . The ambulance that it wa intended . hould 
accompany thi column were ent back. The column adYanced with much 
difficulty. and finally. at 11 :20 a. m .. encom1te l'ed a . mall force of the enemy. 
The caYalry soon cleared the country, but a· the enemy "·a. . een to be con
<>entrating in con iderable force, the Second Oregon Regiment and the Fourth 

nited . 'tates Tnfai1try ''ere deployed "-ith battery in the rear. Xo ·eriou. re
istance \1-as encounte red during the remainder of the clay' march until 4 

o'clock p. m .. "hen the enemy made a decided stand. being o placed as to 
bring to bear a fire from three direction . 
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"The Second Ore"'on and Fourth Infantry and the cavahy were deployed, 
and after a brisk engagement of an hour and a half the enemy wa driven off. 
While this engagement was in progress the ~inth Infantry, acting as a rear 
guard, was al o enga"ed. 

"Casualtie : Killed-2 enli ted men Fourth Cavalry. 1 enli ted man ec
ond Oregon Yolunteer Infantry; -wounded--! enli. ted men Fourth Cavalry 6 
enli ted men 'econd Oregon Yolunteer Infantry. 

''The column bivouacked on the cene of this la t engagement. 

" }leamvhile, at 1 :30 p. m. the command under Colonel "\Vholley moved out 
from Pa. ig, the First )forth Dakota Infantry moYing on the right of Cainta, 
the Washington Infantry moving on the left and the battalion of the Twelfth 
Infantry ha,ing the center. One gun went "·ith the North Dakota and one 
with the Washington . ainta \\a. captured \\ithout eriou re i tance. 'l'he 
gunboats, under command of Captain Grant, participated in the movement by 
helling the in urgent line at Taytay and Cainta, and later at Angono. 

' The Xorth Dakota . 'cott' gun and the battalion of the Twelfth Infan
try \Ya. left to co,er thi line, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Treumann. 
For a time a sharp fire wa encountered darkne. s putting an encl to the con
flict . 

"The Wahington regiment ,~ms in the meantime withdrawn to Pa ig, where 
they \\ere placed on ca cos. 

''The next morning Hall' column entered the town of Anti polo with little 
re ·i tance. The town \\a found to be practically deserted. About 1,000 :Mau
·er and 2,500 Remington cartridge \\ere found; also a mall number of 3.2-inch 

shell and ome improYi eel cani ter of ame caliber. 

"About 10 o'clock a. m., General Hall' column et out for Taytay, and 
about 2 mile from .dntipolo the other column under Lieutenant-Colonel 'l'reu
mann "a met. Thi latter column bad entered Taytay about 7 :30 a. m., with
out re i tance. The in ur"'ent . upon leaving Taytay, had fired the church at 
thi. place. 

"The troop in both column were suffering greatly from the heat. and many 
bad fallen out exbau ted. 

"A halt was ordered and rations were i ued. 

".dt about 3 o 'clock p. m., the march wa re urned. General Hall ' column 
" ·a. ordered back to Anti polo and thence to l\forong. olonel Treumann' col-
umn 'ms ordered to l\forong via the \\est ide of the penin ula. 

"}Iean\\hile the Wa. hington regiment had gone to :Jiorong in ca coe , where 
they had landed under the protecting fire of the gunboat . and after a hort 
but . harp fight had taken the town. The enemy' lo wa 9 killed and 5 
"·ouncled. Our . none. 

"Hall's column reached l\forong at 11 o clock a. m., on the 5th of .Tune after 
an exceedingly hot and exhausting march, many of the men being overcome by 
the exce iYe heat. 'I'he same afternoon the Wa. hington regiment was embarked 
on ca coes and returned to its original station" 

''The econ cl Oregon returned to }1anila on cascoe on June 6. 
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' At 1 o'clock p . m .. on June 6. General Hall 's column took up the return 
march via Binangonan, the dismounted . quadron of the Fourth Cavalry being 
left at 1forong a a garri on. 

"Thi latter organization wa later reenforced by the Fir t 1'\orth Dakota 
Regiment. 

''The remainder of Colonel Treumann column, con isting of the battalion 
of the Twelfth Infantry and the platoon of artillery. joined General Hall ' col
umn at Binangonan. At Angono it wa found that the Krupp gun which had 
fired on and hit the g-unboat Napindan bad been r emond, probably to Santa 
~Iaria de Bulacan. The whole command then proceeded to the pumping tation 
and thence to their original position on the line. 

' ' The difficultie experienced in thi expedition in the way of bad roads 
and exce . ive heat were very great, and all the troop engaged de erve pecial 
credit for the plendid way in which the e difficultie were oYercome. " 3 

General Lawton' report. it -will be noted giws but a brief mention of the 
operation of any particular unit. and to complete the tory in ofar a the 1 t 
Colorado Infantry i concerned I hall once more quote from Colonel }fc oy 's 
official report : 

"On the morning of June 3, I left my tat ion at the pumping tation with 
2 battalions of 3 companie each. the battalion being under command of ::\fajor 
Ander on and GroYe. We mowd out of the pumping tation at -± o'clock in the 
morning. ahead of the remainder of the column and cro ing the ::\fariquina 
RiYer. From here we moYed around to the ea t and north of M:ariquina and en
tered thi Yillage from both of the e direction . Thi moYement wa made for 
the purpo e of capturing or killing any in urgent -who might haYe been in the 
village. We found ab olutely no one here, a everybody had apparently moved 
out durin.,. the night to the north. 

"According to in truction I then halted my battalion and waited for the 
rear of the line to pass, a I had been as igned a r ear guard. 

ome con iderable delay was bad at M:ariquina on account of the failure of 
the guide to properly locate the trail and the necessity of building bridge to 
cro s everal clitche where it wa found impo ible to take the artillery. It was 
ome"·hat pa t 9 o'clock in the morning before I ''8 able to take my po. ition in 

column. We then proceeded slowly aero the M:ariquina Valley to the foothills, 
where the advance guard of the column was engaged in a lively kirmi h with the 
in urgent , who had intercepted their progre sat thi point. Thi oppo ition oon 
cea eel, and the column proceeded along the trail over the foothills. ~o more 
eriou. oppo ition -was met until late in the afternoon, when again heavy op

po ition was met by the advance guard and heaYy kirmi bing en ued, in which 
thi regiment took no part except the 2 leadin.,. companie , which were ent for
-ward and arrived ju t in time to a i. t in driving the in urgent off from our 
right. The brigade camped here for the night. The next morning (June 4) our 
regiment wa a. igned to the head of the column. 

"We broke camp at 5 o 'clock and tl1e march was taken up. After aclYancing 
a bout a mile ome eriou opposition wa met by the ad Yance guard. , but the 
fire was quickly ilenced and the in urgent clriYen off by the dismounted 
troop of the Fourth Cavalry and two companie of thi regiment . March wa. 
then again re urned, and no further opposition -was met which wa not handled 

3 Extracted from ::\Iajor General Lawton's report o f the operations. 
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by the advance guard until we reached Antipolo. On our arrival at Antipolo, 
about 10 o'clock in the morning, we anticipated heaYy re i tance and immedi
ately upon arriYal within sight of the town I threw my regiment in line of skirm
i her to the north and ea t of the town and immediately moved on it. \Ve en
tered the town with no oppo ition whatever. After allowing a hort top for 
re t the line wa again formed and we marched to the we t over the Camino 
Real toward Taytay. After about half of thi di tance had been traveled the 
column wa halted and the men were allowed to eat their noonday meal, when 
orders were giYen that "-e were to return to Antipolo, going from there to Morang. 
Thi march 'Ya again taken up. \\-e pa eel through Antipolo. which wa rapid
ly filling up again with native , and at 7 o clock in the evening reached the town 
of Tere a where the brigade camped for the night. Orders were i uecl that the 
column hould move at 5 o'clock the next morning, and although this regiment 
was ready and waiting, the advance movement did not commence until 9 :30 
o'clock. thi being accounted for by the fact that the commanding officer of the 

econd Oregon Infantry had failed to provide hi men with the traveling ration · 
as directed and 'rn obliged to await the arrival of the wagon train. At 9 :30 
the march wa again re ·urned, and about 12 o ·clock thi regiment reached :Jior
ong. This place wa al:o entered without oppo ition. The next day. after a long 
delay for provi ion , which came from :Jianila by ca coe , the march wa re urned 
from )for011g at preci ely 12 o'clock. the line going through Cardona on to Bin
angonan. where the column camped for the night, no oppo. ition being met at 
thi point. The column left Binangonan on the mornin.,. of June 7 at 5 o'clock 
and followed a well-made road. the fir t town we entered being Angono. We 
remained around about thi town for about an hour and a half searching for 
arm and ammunition , when the forward march wa · again taken up. We 
pa eel through Taytay and Cainta and on to the pumping station, which 'ms 
reached at 12 :15 p . m. 

"When thi regiment . tarted out on tbi expedition each man carried 200 
round of ammunition and one day'. traveling ration in bis haver. ack. and 
thi one clay ·s ration wa. kept con. tautly in the haversack, o that the march of 
the column "-a never delayed by thi regiment. 

''The four day pent on tbi march proved conclu. ively that troop can
not tand a bard march during the heat of the day. The march from Morang to 
Binangonan on the 6th instant was particularly hard, large number of men 
being obliged to fall out of line on account of the heat. One man-Charle. T. 
Hickman- wa lightly wounded in the left foot durin.,. the econd day's march 
and wa returned to the hospital.'' 

Barely two days had elap eel after the return of the Colorado companie. 
from the )forong expedition when order "·ere i sued for ·ix companie. of the 
regiment to rendezvou at an P edro ~1ecati as a part of General Lawton·,, 
force for the movement on Paranaque. 

outh of )fanila the enemy till controlled the coa t from )fanila to CaYite, 
and it was to de troy thi control and defeat the insurgent. in thi ector that 
the follo,Ying force wa concentrated at an Pedro l\1ecati on June 9. 1 99; 
Oven hine' Bri.,.ade :-13th U. S. Infantry; nine companie , 14th U. . Infan
try · two companies. 12th l. S. Infantry; two guns Battery D. 6th U. , . Ar
tillery: Hawthorne ' eparate l\1ountain Battery, (le.. two guns) ; two "'UD . 

Battery E. 1. t U. S. Artillery; Wheaton' Brigade :-eight companie , 9th 
U. . Infantry; eight c·ompanie . . '.21 t . S. Infantry; ix companies, 1st Col<>
rado Infantry, ( o' . B. D. E. F. I and )f ) ; two gun . Battery D. 6th U. 
Artillery: two gun . IIawthornP' eparate )fountain Battery: two guns. Bat-
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tery E. 1st "C. 8. Artillery; Troop I. -±th ·. S. 'a rnlry and one troop of :>: eYada 
Yolunteer Cavalry under General Lawton 's direct control completed the ex
pedition. 

The ix companie · of the Colorado regiment were organized a · two battal
ion of three companie each under the command of Lieutenant Colonel C. :JI. 
)fo e. and :J1ajor W. R. Grove, re pectively, Colonel n1cCoy commanding the 
t"o battalions as a regiment. The command biYouacked for the night of 9-10 
.Tune at 'an Pedro :Jiecati. and the march to the outh ,~rn commenced at 5 :00 
A. :JI. , June 10. \Yheaton · brigade, with the 1 ·t Colorado on the left. led the 
advance and at 6 :30 A. }I. encountered the enemy on the Gauclaloupe Ridge. 
A harp ficrht en ued and the enemy wa: not clriYen out of his po:ition nntil 
practie:ally the entire expedition wa. deployed and in action. A running en
gagement then ensued, and the in. urgent. were again defeated during the day 
in the Yicinity of La.· Pina and Paranaque, the. e towns being occupied by 
Lawton' force on tlie morning of June 11, 1 99. 

'l'o get a glimpse of th doing of the 1st Colorado Infantry during the op
erations we mu t again achert to the memoir: of Prirnte A. C. Johnson Com
pany E. "·ho was pre:ent "lvith hi company in the field at the time: 

''The un "·a ju t ri ·ing when column. of four "-ere broken and the Lugle 
rang 'deploy a. skirmisher. ·. Colorado took the extreme left and started its 
long line over hill and into gully, through gra . waYing waist high and 
drenching one to the ·kin 'Yi th early de"-. .Jungle had to be penetrated and 
rocky ridge climbed in order to make an even achance upon the enemy. Tt wa 
exhausting work. Breathles. , the men "·ould ·truggle out of a raYine to be or
dered fonrnrcl into line and then crmd wearily over a hill . A mile of thi. prog
re . and the enemy, entrenched on a heaYily "·oodecl hill ~ oo yard. · abeacl opened 
up. Down on their knee went the skirrni her . cartridge: ''ere . bowel home 
and the battle began . AboYe the pop. :rnd sputter of the :Jiau er · an 1 R eming
tons and the loud bang of the Krag-J orgen. en. could be heard the shrill eom
mand of the offie:er pa eel on do"\\Il to the non-commi. ·ioned quad e:ornmancl
er . 'Fire by volley. · brought the long e\·en music of \\°a r \\·hid1 tells on th 
enemy. Fonrnrcl broucrht the men trugglincr np off their bellie:> to ru. b 
<thead fifty yard to another Yantage place and pour in the lead again. 

' Corp. Freel Reed and PriYate W. J. Currier of Company E . both fel l. hit 
by the ame bullet, the former in the side and the latter in the arm . Private 
Harry He!nver received a bullet in the neck, which pa. eel diagonall~- downward 
and out the .-boulder. Omrnrd " ·ent the kirmish line, a little ragged p rhap , 
owing to the exhau.'tecl one: failing to keep up, but driving the Filipinos before 
it. Companr F was ordered to take the menacing hill from which the first shot 
rained. and da. heel up it · . lope a one man. 'urpri. ing half a dozen in.'urrec:tos 
in a . et of entrene:hment , there wa: almo. t a band to hand battle a even· Amer
ican got hi man, and receiYed not a . cratch. A little later. though. 'ompany 
F ran into more . hot. and Private II . .A __ :Jiacklem "a· 'rotmdecl in the temple. 
Frank DuYal had hi: leg broken by a bullet and 'l'homa; Rylott fell on a bolo 
he had captured and cut him. elf badly in the leg. 

' It wa. rather di:conraging ne'Y that wa. pa. ·eel along the line: 'Col. 
:Jiose i hit', but for"·arcl "ent the command and another an Juan hill wa. 
taken. Lieut. Col. ::\Io:e was hit early in the fight "hile directing the operation 
of his battalion. The bullet hit him in the left forearm and evered an arterY. 
He ,Ya. carried from the field "ith hi 'round bleeding profu el~-. · 

' Private A a :Jforrill of Company D "a the only man bit in that company. 
He receiYed a bullet through the neck. which did not result dangerou. ly. ol. 
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l\fc oy orderly. Franci J . Ilenry, wa ·hot in the right arm. Company B lo t 
Sergt. George l\L La Shell and Private Young. The latter wa hit in the knee. 
'ergt. La 'hell had his gun leYeled at a bunch of Filipino . " ·hen a bullet from 

their way hit the barrel of the rifle and tore it to piece . It then glanced back 
and tore a hole in the ergeant' arm. 

"In the enthu ia m of the fir t bru h with the enemy the Colorado com
mand failed to "-ait for the recrular , who were uppo eel to join it on the right, 
and con equently "·a conducting a little campaign of it own, when it came time 
to gather the men together and make the turn for the outh. The Filipino. had 
gotten well away in that direction . being urged along by hot · from the gunboat 
on the lake. 

' 'quarely in the middle of the clay, the most fatiguing march ever under
taken by any troops began and la ·ted for two hour , a. the Yariom; eommand 
made their way in skirmish order acros mile. of field . coYered with high grass 
and rice furrow" ' Vater was carce and the heat wa terrific. 'carcely were 
there fifteen men to a company when a halt wa. called near the edge of th~ wood, 
uppo eel to contain Paranaque and . e"Veral thou and in. urgent.. One by one 

1he ex.hau ted one. ·ame traggling up to join their command . 

"The 11"ake of the army across thi burning field ll"as tre,~n ,,-ith cli. ·cartled 
haver ack , package of extra ammunition, blou ·e and anything to lighten the 
burden on one' ·boulders. 

"Lunch wa. taken upon the arrival of the traggling and terrified hine e 
carrier . 

"The country which the tr ops \\"ere now roYing about wa more bewilder
ing than ever. tretche of pasture gan way to lines of bamboo wood. and 
hedge of tropica l tree and plants which completely hut off the »ie"- to the 
region beyond. Tt 'ms nece. sary to deploy skirmish line. directly at line of 
wood and take chance. on the Filipino being there in their hidden trenche . 

"Company E of the 1 t olorado and Troop I of the -!th CaY. now ll"ent 
ahead under the direct charge of Col. l.Ic oy. Aclvancincr a mile aero s the 
open into another clearing beyond, the men encountered the enemy' firing com
ing from the wool even or eicrht hundred yard ahead. Engaging them ''hile the 
rear command. were brought up and deployed. the Coloradan. conducted an
other liYely battle. uddenly a few ll"arning crack. of l.iau er bullet cau. eel a 
portion of the line to wheel about and commence firing commands in the greate. t 
haste. The enemy had succeeded in getting around the front of the column and 
was beginning to pour in a flank fire. Half the Colorado companie and the 
21 t Infantry were in tantly tarted to rout them. ll"hile three companie. forded 
ri"Vers almo. t to their neck and met the fire from the other direction. 'l'he mow 
on the part of the Filipino. wa. clever. but the quick and determined work of 
the American. oon ilencecl their hot. anrl things were again ready for ad
vancing. Private Joe Kearn. of Company l.I wa carried back from the flank 
kirmi. h ll"ith a bullet in the leg. 

"There wa. an acl"Vance of a mile or o further an cl darkness came upon the 
wearied army, floundering around through mora e. and rough rice ground . 
.After clearing the territory urrounding >1ith numerou volley of rifle fire and 
cannon hell , the men ll"ere alloll"ed to literally drop in their track. to court 
weet repose on the up and downy bo om of a rice field, unmindful of a pattering 

rain. which fell all night long. 

" tiffened joint. grew limber in the brif,!ht sunshine of the next morning, 
and the brigade. mo,ecl forll"ard, truck the alle Real, and moved into the TII-
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lage of La Pina unmole. ted. \\Thite flags fluttered. and the cinnamon face. of 
the inhabitant peered out from their hut. . All Filipino " ·arriors who had not 
e caped had buried their guns and become 'amigo . ' 

"There wa a tacking of arm and a .,.eneral drying out and recuperation 
until 4 o clock in the afternoon, when the Colorado command 'rn disrni sed. to 
march north through Paranaque ten mile into ~1anila . They passed serie after 
series of the most sarnge-lookin.,. entrenchment and many ~trong redoubt . These 
had all been built to with.·tand an attack from the :Jianila ·ide. The plan of the 
Filipino had again failed. 

''Quarter were reached at o "clock. and the next clay fiye companie " ·ere 
ent back to their place at the water-works, whith po ition the Colorado Yoltm

teers continued to hold until the welcome im·itation came to embark for home.,. 

Just prior to tarting out on the Paranaque operation the regiment had been 
appri ed of the death of 1 t 'ergeant C. II . B°'Yser who had been \YOtrnded in 
the operation in the ::\Iariquina Yalley in May. 'ergeant Bow er had been a 
very popular member of the regiment , and hi death wa regretted Yery much 
by all rank . 

Early in the morning of June 12th the in urgent taking adYantage of the 
depleted garri. on at the water-work fired eYeral Yolleys at the camp, and uc
ceeded in \YOtrnding PriYate E. Pate of Company II in the knee. 

On July-!. 1 99, the regiment received the new that it wa ordered home, 
and on July 6th it was relieved from duty at the water-work. by the 21st 1 . , '. 
Infantry. The return voyage to the homeland was made on the tran. port Tl ar
ren which ailed from :J1anila with the 1 t Colorado Infantry aboard on July 1 . 
1 99, ju t one year from tbe day the regiment landed at amp Dewey. After 
a '\leek of very unplea ant 'reather the Warren reached ~aga.·aki .. Japan. and 
on July 30th it arrived at Yokohoma where the whole command had three day 
of sight-seeing. 'an Francisco wa reached on Augu. t 16th, and the regiment 
was giYen an enthu ia. tic "·elcome a. it marched through the treet of the city 
on the way out to the camp at the Pre idio. Here the 1. t Colorado Infantry 
Volunteers wa. mu tered out of federal ,ervice on eptember , 1 99, and 
through the genero it~· of the citizen. of Colorado a . pecial train was chartered 
to bring the regiment home to it nafr;·e tate. A wild and enthu. ia tic welcome 
greeted them all the way through Colorado and on the arrh·al in Denver on 
September Hth the regiment paraded for the la t time through the treet. of 
Denver from the Union Depot to the Capitol, there to turn the battle worn colors 
of the regiment over to the cu tody of the . tate. an 1 the officers and men to be 
di mi . ed to their re. peC'tiYe home and familie . 
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OFFICERS, lflT Rl!:GT. COLORADO INFANTRY, U. S. VOLUNTEERS 
Presid io Camp, San Francisco, Cal., August 30, 1899, Colonel TI. B. McCoy, Commanding. 
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THE FINAL CEREMONY 
Turning the national and regimental co lor , 1st Colorado Infantry Volunteers, 

over to the custody of the State of Colorado on the return to Denver, 
September 14th, 1 99. 

OTE-The ational and Regimental Colors of the First Colorado Infantry Volunteers 
are now preserved in glass covered cases in the State Museum, Denver, Colorado. The 
following notice is attached to the case containing the Regimental Color: 

"This Color was presented to the First Regiment Colorado Infantry, U. S. Volunteers, 
by Mrs. William Cooke Daniels of Denver at a formal review of the entire regiment held at 
Camp Alva Adams, Denver, Colorado, on May 16, 1 9 . Mrs. Daniels made the following 
remarks on presentation of the Color: 

"Since I cannot go to war myself, I am glad to be able to send a flag instead. I know 
it will always be in front and hope it will be an inspiration to other men and a menace 
to the enemy. Since I cannot wish you a peaceful journey, I can at least wish you a 
victorious one and a speedy return." 

Colonel Hale received the Color on behalf of the regiment, and said: 
"The presentation to the regiment of a flag by the Sons of The American Revolution 

and a set of Colors by Irs. Daniels are acts only emblematical of the generosity and good 
wishes of the Colorado people. I trust that the Color will wave over a regiment which 
will be an honor to the Nation and to the State." 

The ational and Regimental Color were carried by the regiment throughout its 
entire period of service as United States Volunteer . The two Colors were carried into 
Manila on the day of its capture, August 13, 189 . and were the first set of Regimental 
Colors of the United States Army to be raised within the city after its capture by the 
American forces. 

The Color in this case, together with the National Color presented by the Sons of the 
American Revolution and now in another case in this room, were both returned to the 
custody of the State at a formal ceremony on the return of the regiment to Denver from 
the Philippine Islands on September 14, 1 99. The last public appearance of this (Regi
mental) color was on the occasion of the unveiling of the tablet to the memory of the 
late Brigadier General Irving Hale at the State Capitol, Denver, Colorado, August 13. 1933. 


